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Commanders Corner 
Hello to the Fox Cities Composite Squadron!  I can’t believe that we’re already close to 

February!  It seems like just yesterday that we getting ready for our Holiday Party. 

 

As 2016 turned into 2017, I had the opportunity to reflect on our success last year, and it 

was a successful year.  The number of promotions, achievements, and qualifications is 

astonishing.  As part of the New Year, I also had the privilege of nominating, reviewing 

and approving several members for unit and/or Wing awards.  The talent level within our 

Squadron continues to amaze me every day.  I am looking forward to our Squadron Ban-

quet on February 4th at the Bridgewood Best Western in Neenah.  If you have not already 

done so, please confirm you’re attending with Major Niemi or Lieutenant Bastian. 

 

With the talent within our squadron, I’m always glad when someone steps up to help 

organize or lead a project.  That’s one of the great things about being involved in any 

group like this, but especially Civil Air Patrol.  If you have experience in a topic, would like 

to serve in a role, or would like to learn more about a subject, please let your chain of 

command know.               

 

I also wanted to remind everyone of some great training opportunities coming up this 

year.  In March, the Wing will be holding their annual Ground Team Academy.  As an 

attendee last year, I can personally comment on the great training we received and how 

much I learned.  For the Senior Members, we’ll be hosting a Professional Development 

weekend in May. Details are still being worked out, so stay tuned.  If you have already 

attended a course, consider teaching.  It’s a requirement for some of the higher PD 

awards and you learn a lot more about the subject.  The Wisconsin Wing Encampment is 

scheduled for August.  Another great learning event as a cadet attendee or cadet or Sen-

ior Member staff. 

 

In closing, I want to thank each and every one of you 

for everything you do.  I know how busy life is and I 

personally appreciate everything you give to Civil Air 

Patrol and your community.  I’m proud to work 

alongside each and every one of you. 

1st Lieutenant James Lange 

Squadron Commander 
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Upcoming Events! 

All of these events and more can be 

found on our Squadron Calendar: 

www.foxcitiescap.org/calendar 

January Events: 

13-15 JAN: CyberPatriot State Round 

17 JAN: Parent Meeting (7:00pm) 

19 JAN: Buffalo Wild Wings Fundraiser! 

29-29 JAN: Mission Base Staff / Comm 

Academy - Volk Field 

29 JAN: Family Fun Expo - Rocketry 

Event 

February Events: 

4 FEB: FCCS Awards Banquet 

23 FEB: Senior Member Night Out!  

March Events: 

18-19 MAR: Ground Team Academy - 

Volk Field 

Please note: These events or others can be 

changed or added at any time.  For a complete 

updated list please check the Squadron Calen-

dar.   

On Dec 9 2016, the squadron fielded a team of students in the national CyberPatriot competi-
tion. 
 
Cadets in attendance were Cadet Chief Master Sergeant Aiden Merck, Cadet Technical Sergeant 
Joshua Jerred, Cadet Chief Master Sergeant Matthew Niemi, Cadet Nick Zinke, and Cadet Austin 
Welch.  Senior members that participated included Senior Member Shawn Zinke, Second Lieuten-
ant Maryellen Merck, and Second Lieutenant Alex Welch. 
 
How Cyberpatriot works: 

 Teams of up to 6 students work together to find and fix vulnerabilities in the computer 

operating systems.  

 Fix: The goal of every CyberPatriot competition is to find and fix vulnerabilities in computer 
images. These problems range from simple (e.g. giving users strong passwords) to much 
more complex. Some rounds also include networking challenges in the form of quizzes and 
Cisco Packet Tracer activities. Teams can also gain points by answering questions about their 
actions on the image. 

 Score: When teams fix a vulnerability that is being checked, they receive points. If they take 
an action that makes a system less secure, they lose 
points. Teams can also gain points by answering foren-
sics questions about actions they took to solve their 
vulnerabilities. 

 
Our Round 2 score was 370.6, which was an improvement 
of more than 30 points over our Round 1 score, so con-
gratulations to all the participants. 
 
The state round is approaching on Jan 14.  Thanks to all 
who are participating and support our team, and please 
wish us luck. 
 
-Second Lieutenant Welch 

“Hard work beats talent when talent doesn’t work hard.”  - Tim Notke 

Welcome New Members! 

CyberPatriot Competition is in full swing. 

Fox Cities Composite Squadron 

would like to WELCOME our newest 

members!  These members are new 

to Fox Cities as of August 2016: 

 

Senior Member Tyler Wiberg 

Senior Member George Moorcroft 

Cadet Jayna Stark 

Cadet Jack Weaver 

Senior Member Debra Coulombe 

 

We look forward to helping you 

grow your talents and accomplish 

amazing things within Civil Air Pa-

trol!  Dedicated members is what 

makes Civil Air Patrol GREAT! 

2 

http://www.foxcitiescap.org/calendar


FCCS Promotions 

We have seen many promotions and 

awards since our last newsletter! You 

will find all of those listed here! 

Congratulations to each of you!  Your 

hard work, dedication, and espirit de 

corps has not gone unnoticed! 

August Promotions: 

Cadet Master Sergeant Isaiah Bastian 

Cadet Technical Sergeant James Fitz-

water 

Cadet Airman Tanner Hansen 

Cadet Staff Sergeant Joshua Jerred 

Cadet Airman First Class Cameron 

Kleckner 

Cadet Airman First Class Brady Korb 

Cadet Senior Airman Trey Laudolff 

Cadet Airman Thomas Sellers 

Cadet Master Sergeant Karl Steene-

poorte 

 

September Promotions: 

Cadet Staff Sergeant Jacob Coulombe 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert Koehler 

 

October Promotions: 

Cadet Senior Master Sergeant Isaiah 

Bastian 

Cadet Chief Master Sergeant Aidan 

Merck 

Cadet Senior Master Sergeant William 

Voelker 

Lieutenant Colonel Jerry Jessick 

 

November Promotions: 

Cadet Technical Sergeant Jacob Cou-

lombe 

Cadet Staff Sergeant Joshua Jerred 

Cadet Senior Airman Cameron Kleck-

ner 

Cadet Chief Master Sergeant 

Matthew Niemi 

 

December Promotions: 

Captain William Tollefson 

News from our Aircrew - N943CP 
The Northeast Group has gone through some changes regarding aircraft.  As most of you know 
Brown County Senior Squadrons’ plane was retired from the CAP fleet, leaving the Fox Cities plane 
(N943CP) as the only plane in the NE Group.  As such, pilots from all of the NE Group squadrons will 
be using N943CP. 
 
The good news - as of the end of November, we are well on our way to our minimum 200 hours per 
year with 47.7 hours flown compared to a goal of 33.4 hours. 
 
The bad news - at 47.7 hours, we are well short of the NE Group Commander's challenge to fly 400 
hours this year. To achieve 400 hours, we need to be at 66.8 hours instead of the 47.7 hours flown 
so far. 
 
The good news - we have had several pilots working toward their G1000 (glass cockpit) qualifica-
tion and others flying funded proficiency sorties to become better CAP pilots. A few senior mem-
bers have also flown their first training sorties. Welcome back to CAP aviation, Lt Col Hoffmann! 
 
The bad news - we have several pilots who have gone south for the winter (good news for them!) 
and some who have not flown for one reason or another.  
 
The good news - we are only 2.5 months into the fiscal year that started 1 October. We have plenty 
of time to catch up, but we need everyone to participate. We are very fortunate to have one of the 
newest high-tech planes in CAP. Let's use it!!! 
 
What does this mean to you? 
 
If you are a new CAP Cadet - do not be afraid to contact your Chain of Command to schedule your 
Orientation Flight!  These flights are at no cost to you, and are a great way to learn about fand 
enjoy flying!  Our Pilots take the time to explain principles of flight, the aircrafts’ systems, and their 
joy for flying!  It is a great time! 
 
If you are an “old” CAP Cadet - do not forget that you get unlimited backseat flights during Orienta-
tion Flights!  Sign up to fly!  And the PAO always loves pictures while in flight, so go fly and send Lt. 
Bastian or SM Zinke your pictures! 
 

-Major Mark NIemi 3 



Throughout the last quarter FCCS cadets have been very active. In October we had our 

fall FTX. Cadets were able to work on their Ground Team Qualifications so they can 

participate in real missions in the future. This training resulted in a number of mem-

bers getting closer to being Ground Team Qualified.   

In November a few FCCS cadets went to Non-Commissioned Officer School. At NCOS 

cadets learned about leadership and what it takes to be a leader. Along with that, 

cadets had the opportunity to learn how to command drill, taking them out of the 

follower role and changing them into leaders.  

While we all work hard; sometimes we need to take a break from Drill, Uniforms and 

other meeting activities. In December FCCS took a break and went bowling. It was a 

night where ca-

dets could get to 

know each other 

out of uniform. 

Overall, the ca-

dets at FCCS have 

been very busy 

over the past 

quarter and look 

forward to new 

challenges in 

2017! 

-Cadet  Technical Sergeant Joshua Jerred 

Cadet Public Affairs Officer 

Cadets Continue Training How can you stay updated? 

 

We would love for you to stay updat-

ed on a regular basis!  Fox Cities 

Composite Squadron’s newsletter is 

released on a Quarterly basis, howev-

er we have a considerable reach 

across multiple social media 

platforms.  We encourage you to 

follow us, like us, and watch for 

regular updates!  

 

Public Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/FoxCitiesCAP/ 

Twitter: 

@FoxCitiesCAP 

Instagram: 

#FoxCitiesCAP 

Flickr: 

www.flickr.com/photos/foxcitiescap 

Cadets participating in the Fall Field Training Exercise 

Buffalo Wild Wings - Thank you! 

While we don’t have a total on your fundraising efforts yet; Fox Cities Composite 

Squadron would like to thank everyone who participated in this event!  There seemed 

to be a great turn out of members from what I noticed, as well as some friends and 

family members!  We appreciate your hard work and dedication to making our Squad-

ron the best it can be and these fundraisers are integral to making that happen!!   

Be on the look out for another Buffalo Wild Wings opportunity in the future, but for 

now, mark your calendars for the spring BadgerSports Park Fundraising evening, 

Thursday, May 11, 2017! 

 


